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Visitor arrivals hit 2.5 million 
Visitor arrivals to New Zealand were 2.501 million in the June 2010 year, the first time 2.5 million has 
been surpassed, Statistics New Zealand said today. "This milestone was almost reached in 2008, but the 
global economic downturn contributed to a decline in visitor numbers after a peak of 2.497 million in the 
March 2008 year," Population Statistics manager Bridget Hamilton-Seymour said. 

The 2 million visitor mark was reached in the November 2002 year, and the 1 million mark in the April 
1992 year.

Visitors from Australia accounted for 1.119 million or 45 percent of all visitors in the June 2010 year. A 
further 25 percent of visitors came from four countries; the United Kingdom (248,900), the United States 
(194,000), China (105,200), and Japan (83,600).

Visitor arrivals in the June month were 145,800, up 8 percent from June 2009. There were more visitors 
from Australia, and visitor numbers from China, Japan, and Korea recovered after the H1N1 pandemic 
affected arrivals from those countries in June 2009. Fewer visitors arrived from the United Kingdom and 
the United States.

In June 2010, New Zealand residents departed on 198,800 overseas trips, 13 percent more than in June 
2009. There were more trips to Australia, the United States, the United Kingdom, and China. In the June 
2010 year, New Zealand residents took 1.968 million overseas trips. 

Net migration continues to decrease

On a seasonally adjusted basis, net permanent and long-term migration (arrivals minus departures) was 
100 (rounded figure) in June 2010, the lowest monthly figure since the series briefly went below zero in 
November 2008. This series has been decreasing steadily since January 2010 (1,800). On an unadjusted 
basis, there were 500 fewer arrivals of non-New Zealand citizens and 900 more departures of New 
Zealand citizens compared with June 2009.

The annual net migration gain was 16,500 in the June 2010 year, down from the recent peak of 22,600 in 
the January 2010 year. The main inflows of migrants were from the United Kingdom, India, and China. 
There was a net outflow of 15,900 migrants to Australia, well down from 28,700 in the June 2009 year. 

Geoff Bascand 21 July 2010 
Government Statistician

END
For media enquiries contact: 
Nicholas Thomson 
Christchurch 03 964 8700 
Email: demography@stats.govt.nz  

mailto:demography@stats.govt.nz

	Visitor arrivals hit 2.5 million  
	Netmigration continues to decrease 


